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Online Learning
What  does it mean?

For the instructor:
A form of distance education in which a 
course or program is intentionally 
designed in advance to be delivered 
fully online asynchronously. Faculty use 
pedagogical strategies for instruction, 
student engagement, and assessment 
that are specific to learning in a virtual 
environment.

For the student:
An online course allows students to interact 

with instructors and peers through 
asynchronous means. Online learning 

generally provides considerable freedom, 
allowing students to often choose when and 

where they'll participate in class activities.



Asynchronous Learning
What  does it mean?

For the instructor:
Asynchronous learning happens when 
the instructor and students do not 
interact in real time. The instructor 
provides online learning via a fully-
developed, self-guided course within a 
course management system. This 
learning does not include required 
meeting dates and times.

For the student:
Asynchronous learning happens on your 

schedule. The instructor will provide 
materials for reading, lectures for 

viewing, assignments, and exams within 
an LMS. You will complete assignments 

within the provided time frame.
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Synchronous Learning
What does it mean?

For the instructor:
Synchronous learning in an online 
environment involves having all the 
elements of an asynchronous course
that includes regularly scheduled 
virtual meetings. Students and the 
instructor interact in a specific virtual 
place, through a specific online 
medium, at a specific time.

For the student:
Synchronous learning includes all the 

characteristics of an asynchronous 
course, but the class will have online 
meetings where everyone logs in at 

the same time. The meetings can be 
used to facilitate lectures, group 

discussions, and presentations.
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Technology-Enhanced Learning
What does it mean?

For the instructor:
Technology-enhanced learning takes place when 
face-to-face instruction is enhanced with 
technologies. It is missing the important 
asynchronous components that are characteristic 
of online learning. 

For the student:
This class mixes in-person classroom time 
with educational technologies. Your face-

to-face class may include the use of 
devices, videos, or online-based programs 

like Padlet. 



Remote Instruction
What does it mean?

For the instructor:
Moving content designed for face-to-
face instruction online for a limited or 
one-time-only course instruction. Can 
allow for a student to connect to the 
classroom remotely through an 
approved application. Differs from 
online & synchronous learning because 
it does not require the instructor to have 
the entire course available in an online 
format.

For the student:
The class would not be offered 

asynchronously. It will be at the 
instructor’s discretion to offer remote 

instruction on a case-by-case basis.



Hybrid Learning
What does it mean?

For the instructor:
Hybrid learning is where most of the 
instruction takes place in an 
asynchronous online course. And the 
class has a set time and day to meet in-
person.  

For the student:
Most of your learning will take place 

asynchronously online, but there will be 
a regularly scheduled in-person class.

33% Model
If a course is offered 3 days a week, like 
M/W/F, you could use the 33% Model. Two of 
the three days are set aside for face-to-face 
meeting while one is online. 

50% Model
If a course is offered 2 days a week, like T/TH, 
you would use the 50% Model. One of the two 
days is set aside for face-to-face meeting while 
the other is online. 

66% Model
If a course is offered 3 days a week, like 
M/W/F, you could use the 66% Model. One of 
the three days is set aside for face-to-face 
meeting while the remaining two are online. 



HyFlex Learning
What does it mean?

For the instructor:
HyFlex (hybrid + flexibility) course design provides a 
hybrid format for face-to-face and online students and 
adds a flexible participation policy for students. 
Students may choose to attend face-to-face class 
sessions or complete course learning activities 
asynchronously. All face-to-face sessions are recorded 
and uploaded to the online asynchronous 
environment. Instructors can even offer a synchronous
connection to students who need to miss the face-to-
face classroom if technology allows.

For the student:
Flexibility is the key component to this model. You 
are free to choose how you would like to interact 

with the class materials as they will be fully provided 
in-person and asynchronously online. The choice can 

be made daily, weekly, or even by subject. 
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Special Note for Instructors:
HyFlex learning is included for 

informational purposes only. KSU does not 
currently offer any courses using the 

HyFlex method.



Flipped Learning
What does it mean?

For the instructor:
The Flipped Classroom model flips the 
traditional relationship between class time 
and homework. Students learn at home via 
the asynchronous online course and 
instructors use class time for instructor-
guided practice or projects. This model 
enables instructors to use class time for more 
than delivering traditional lectures.

For the student:
A student will need to engage with the lectures 

and coursework asynchronously online before 
entering the face-to-face classroom. They will 

bring their questions about their online learning to 
the instructor for more personalized help and class 

time is used for projects and hands-on practice.

Flipped
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